Dear Camden County Citizens,

Thank you for your interest in the Cooperative
Extension programming. Your awareness and
support enables our staff to carry out the Exten-
sion mission for the citizens of Camden County
and the state of Georgia. We hope that this in-
formation will enable you to understand and
share the positive impact our program has on

the citizens of Camden County.

The Extension Office fully utilizes resources
allocated by the Camden County Board of Com-
missioners in conjunction with state funding.
This funding improves lives through lifelong
learning to the people of Camden County
through unbiased, research-based education in
agriculture, the environment, communities,

youth and families.

Program Highlights
Camden Co. 4-H Contacts .................. 6000
4-H Club Meetings Annually................. 523
4-H Special Events/Programs................. 16
Agriculture/Nat. Res. Contacts
Office/Site Visits........ccovvvevenennn 929
Educational Programs/Events........... 268
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Agriculture and Natural
Resources

The Camden County Agriculture and Natural Resources
(ANR) program serves citizens of all ages within the com-
munity as a source of reliable research-based information
and assistance on topics such as lawns, gardens, pond
management, tree care, wildlife issues, insect and weed
identification, honey bee management, water quality, and
land use decisions. The ANR agent is available to con-
nect with clients through phone, email, office visits, and
on-site consultations. The ANR program supports and
offers assistance to local growers and livestock producers,
and partners with other agencies and organizations to meet
the agricultural and natural resource needs of the commu-
nity. The program also offers soil, water, and plant analy-
sis through the University’s laboratories.

In 2014, a major focus of the program has been water
quality and community involvement. As a coastal county
whose economy and recreation are closely tied to its vast
marine resources, water quality is always an important
concern.

Adopt a Stream & Rivers Alive V.ZPS

vilive,
The Camden County ANR program held two river clean-
up events in 2014, partnering with Crooked River State
Park, the Georgia Environmental Protection Division,
and the Satilla Riverkeeper.

e 76 community members attended these events

e Collecting over 10501bs of trash form the shorelines
of Camden County

The ANR Agent also serves as a local Adopt-A-Stream
coordinator and trainer, and has partnered with other
agencies to hold three volunteer training workshops ad-
dressing both chemical and bacterial monitoring parame-
ters. In these workshops 39 volunteers were certified
according to EPA approved protocols to begin monitor-
ing their local waterways thereby becoming more in-
volved and invested in their local community.

Camden County 4-H and
Youth Development

National Partnership—4-H & Navy

The Navy and National 4-H established a part- NAUY CYP
nership in 2007. Camden 4-H provides the
oversight for 4-H programming at the Kings
Bay Naval Base Youth Center program. Over
100 military youth are involved in the afterschool 4-H
programs at the youth center.

Child and Youth Programs

Special Interest Clubs

Camden County 4-H offers five Special Interest Clubs
that are mostly volunteer led with 40 active participants
including the following:

e Beckeeping Club in 2013—2014 4-H year

e  Mentorship Program

e Poultry Club

e SAFE Shooting Sports Teams

e Arts & Craft Club in 2014—2015 4-H year

5th grade Club Meeting Curriculum

Camden County 4-H is the main provider of the new Col-
lege and Career Performance Ready Standards for 5th
grade. We are working with the guidance counselors to
provide lessons on government, finance, information tech-
nology, and marketing during the club meetings.

Camden County 4-H and
Youth Development

4-H Clubs

In-school club meetings for 5th grade and

afterschool club meetings for 6th—12th grade

youth (total of 36 mtgs/mo) teaching leader-

ship, community service, and communication skills in
addition to providing programming that correlates with
the Georgia Performance Standards with lessons on
English/Language Arts and Workforce Preparation
reaching 600 youth monthly.

Public Speakin
4-H promotes the development of

written and oral communication
skills along with research and
development in the project
achievement program. All 4-
H’ers are taught how to choose a
topic of interest, research, prepare and present a
speech in front of a group of their peers. There is also
a district contest which allows the 4-H’ers to share
their demonstration in front of judges. At the older
level, there is also a resume and interview process.
Camden county helped 147 youth to give classroom
demonstration and 35 to participate in the district

Extension VISTA

The Camden County VISTA volunteers in the UGA Exten-
sion office by providing assistance to the ANR and 4-H
programs through marketing upcoming events, attending
events and recruiting volunteers. AmeriCorps VISTA is a
national service program that began in 1965. In its nearly
50 years of existence it has grown to engage over 7,000
Americans per year. These Volunteers In Service To Amer-
ica (VISTA) recruit and manage volunteers, fundraise and
manage projects at local non-profit organizations in an ef-
fort to overcome poverty.

Service to the Community

Camden County 4-H’ers have donated over 600 pounds
of can tabs annually to the Ronald McDonald House.
As aresult of the fifth grade club service projects, we
have donated non-perishable food to the Salvation Ar-
my, food and supply drive for the Humane Society, gifts
for Toys for Tots, supplies for Operation Military Kids
Hero Packs, book drive, and letters to children in the
hospital. 4-H’ers have also volunteered at the Humane
Society, Crooked River State Park’s Halloween Celebra-
tion, and served food at the Crawfish Festival.

District and State Events

80 attending 4-H Summer Camps
9 4-H’ers participated in State & District Conferences
14 youth participated in District Consumer Judging
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